




















The history of the oldest Hakata-ori began with a silk merchant in the 16th century.
The Nishimura family originates from Masuemon Dotetsu Nishimura of the Matsuura clan. In 1587, he helped plan Hakata and began trading silk, 

working with merchant Sōtan Kamiya. The family still uses the crest granted by Toyotomi Hideyoshi.

In 1861, Gihei Nishimura shifted to weaving and founded a Hakata-ori shop in Nakaishiyoji. There were times of hardship, including the loss of our 

factory in wartime air raids, yet the history of the oldest Hakata-ori continues today under the sixth-generation successor, Sōichirō Nishimura.

Hakata-ori woven in prayerful patterns
Hakata-ori’s signature stripes are based on Buddhist ritual implements symbolizing protection and prosperity. Yazaemon Mitsuta, who brought the 

origins of Hakata-ori from the Song dynasty, is said to have created the design with guidance from monk Shōichi Kokushi.

When Nagamasa Kuroda presented Hakata-ori to the Edo shogunate, the pattern became known as “Kenjō-gara,” the tribute pattern, carrying an 

ancient prayer to guard people from misfortune and lead them to prosperity.




